
 

 

May 2024 Presidents Message  
         

         Greetings & Hello LHRW. Welcome to the Merry Month of May. Almost. 

May is a busy month with a lot of special days and events. Mother’s Day is 

Sunday May 12. Memorial Day is Monday May 27. A day to honor, remem-

ber and mourn for those who gave their all and the ultimate price serving 

our country. Something we should do every day as well as support our Gold 

Star families. I think that is something this city does very well. We are a very 

patriotic city, and it is wonderful to always see the support this community 

gives to our veterans. Those that are here as well as those that will never 

be forgotten. Including our very own LHRW club support of our Havasu Mili-

tary Moms each month and throughout the year.  Another special Day in 

May is May 13. The Night of Excellence. A night that our club will present the scholarships 

to four very deserving young ladies at LH High School. More details of this special night in 

our Caring for America report below.  May is also a month that it starts to heat up in Havasu. 

And heat up as well for the candidates that are running for the various offices in the city, 

county and the state. Congratulations to all that turned in your signatures and are on the 

ballot. Believe it or not that is not always an easy task. I know there are a lot of people that 

are not aware that running for an office is not that easy. First to even get on a ballot they 

must have hundreds of signatures and in some races, it can be in the thousands. And it can 

be very tricky as well if it’s a partisan or nonpartisan seat. Quite interesting but for the can-

didate quite daunting and a lot of work. So kudos to all those that decide to run and be in-

volved. Something else candidates need is help with campaigns. They can’t do it alone. And 

again, it doesn’t matter if it’s your local candidate, county or state. Get out there and help.  

There are many ways you can be involved. Have a Meet & Greet with your friends or neigh-

bors. Put up door hangers in your neighborhood. Help them put up signs around the city. 

Whatever it takes to help get them elected. Especially if that’s the candidate of your choice. 

And you know what?  It can be fun. And if you do have a Republican candidate, favorite or 

not, don’t do anything to negatively hurt that candidate. We are Republicans. It’s high time 

we start coming & sticking together. Our lunch meetings continue to grow with new mem-

bers and even those that want to come hear our speakers then decide I want to join this 

club. And remember the LHRW are members of the Lake Havasu Chamber of Commerce. As 

a member of our club, you are entitled to join them at their monthly chamber mixers held on 

the 3rd Thursday of the month. As a member the cost to attend is only $5.00. Another great 

way to meet our local businesses and share information. We will be sending out email re-

minders to let you know where the meetings will be held. Or you can go to the Lake Havasu 

Chamber’s website for more information.  Remember to get those reservations early for our 

next meeting. It will be another great one. And as always Thank You for the wonderful sup-

port of our club.  

Best Regards,  

Carol Pruett 
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April 2, 2024 

Shugrues Bridgeview Room 1425 McCulloch Blvd. N, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Carol Pruett at 12:00 pm. 

Members and guests were asked to silence their phones. Chaplain Bea Evans gave the invocation.  Sher-

iff Mark Lamb led the Pledge of Allegiance. Dignitaries and guests were introduced.    

President Carol:  Minutes were printed in the newsletter.  Hearing no additions or corrections, minutes 

were accepted as printed to be filed. 

Treasurer’s Report: Financial Statement is available on the back of the agenda.  No corrections, report 

approved and will be filed for review.  

Americanism: presentation by Jackie Joyce.  

Announcements: Roster has been completed and is available on the website. The Big Money Raffle will 

be today after our speaker. 

AzFRW Summer meeting will be June 13-15 at Wild Horse Casino in Chandler. 

Business:  

Reminder to document volunteer and campaign hours. Legislative chair Jodi Saegesser will be giving our 

legislative updates. Will be available in the newsletter. 

Renewal of membership for Chamber of Commerce. Motion made by Gaynell Crews to renew our me-

mebrship, Melissa Buterbaugh second. Motion passed unanimously. 

Program:  

President Carol introduced Pinal County Sheriff, Mark Lamb, candidate of U.S. Senate. 

Sheriff lamb spoke of his experience and his motivation to run for office. His agenda includes securing 

our border, defending life, protect our constitutional rights and unleashing the American economy.Sheriff 

Lamb stayed after the meeting for questions an photos. 

President Carol Pruett introduced the LHRW Board. 

1st VP Jackie Joyce announced May speakers will be Sheriff Doug Schuster and Assessor candidate Re-

becca Main Liska. 

2nd VP Deborah Courtney reported the Queen of Diamonds is $263.00. 

All other committee reports are available in the newsletter to save time during this campaign season. 

Drawings:  

Queen of Diamonds: 4 tickets drawn, no winner.  

New Horizons gift basket was won by Sue Donahue. 

Free Lunch was won by Buster Johnson. 

Sheriff Lamb drew the $1000.00 winning ticket for our Big Money Raffle. The winner was Michele Hayes 

President Carol Pruett adjourned the meeting at 1:30 P.M.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Gaynell Crews 

For Coral Hanson 

Recording Secretary 
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            May 2024 Membership Report  

 
As of the printing of this newsletter we have 123 Regu-

lar,  21 Associates, 9 Patrons ( 6 Regular and 3 Associ-

ates) for a total of 153 members. 

New Members:  D. Georgeann Hoover - Patron,  Lynn 

Rowe,  Jill Irwin - Regular. 

With any organization the best way to belong is to get 

involved.  We all live busy lives and all have different 

talents so sometimes you need to try a few volunteer opportunities out to find the 

one that fits your schedule and talents.  Here are some of the areas that we could 

use help in our club: 

 *Legislation Committee — This committee reviews State and Federal legislation that is being considered, 

gives our members a summary of the legislation at our meetings and in the newsletter so that we can 

contact our legislators and let them know if support the bill or not. 

 *Caring for America — This committee has many facets to it.  They help with our food drives, PJ’s for our 

foster children, our monthly gift baskets, setting a schedule for us to ring the bells for the Salvation Army 

around Thanksgiving/Christmas, Christmas gifts for our forgotten seniors at Christmas, and several more.  

We need volunteers that will help organize a project, inform our members how to help, and make sure 

the items get to the appropriate locations.  In most cases we are talking less than 5 hours work. 
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May 2024 MEETING and LUNCH MENU  

Tuesday, May 1, 2024, 12:00 pm.  Social hour at 11:00 am 

Shugrues Bridgeview room, 1425 McCulloch Blvd, Lake Havasu City 

Lunch:  

Dessert:   

NOTICE TO MEMBERS REGARDING LUNCH RESERVATIONS 
 

Reservations now can be made on our website, www.lhrwc.com. You may choose to pay at the door or pay online. 

If you make a reservation and do not cancel, you will be receiving an invoice for the lunch. 

If you pay online for your lunch AFTER 12:00 P.M. on the Friday before the luncheon, it will not show for this lunch. 

It will go on to the next month. Once we close the reservations we cannot accept payment online until we reopen 

for the next month. 

If you chose to not eat lunch you still must make a reservation and pay $25.00. If you do not make a reservation 

and want to attend you still must pay $25.00 and there will be no food service. 

Shugrues plans on the exact meals we order. 

Please be respectful of our food servers. Thank you 

LHRWC 2024 PATRONS 

Deborah Bergren 

Maureen Furman 

LaJuana Gillette 

Gordon Groat 

D. Georgeann Hoover 

Connie Jones 

MeganMcCoy 

Mildred Morris 

Jodi Saegesser 

THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR  

SUPPORT 

Right:  Joan Dzuro 3rd V.P., 

Membership, and on left    

assistant Sonnie Faires 

http://www.lhrwc.com/


 

 

 

May 2024 Membership Report—continued 

 *Membership - This committee accepts applications, orders badges, conducts new member orientations 

and works to make our new members feel at home.  

 *Military Moms - We have a bucket each month that we pass around and gather money that goes to this 

program which gives support for families of men and women in the Armed Forces.   

If you have an interest in any of these committees please contact me, Joan Dzuro at jdzuro@msn.com, 

and I will have the chairs of these committees contact you.  They can explain the processes and the time 

needed.   

Joan Dzuro,  3rd V.P., membership 
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May 2024 Ways and Means Report 

 

What a great meeting!   Sheriff Lamb drew the 

$1000.00 winning ticket for our Big Money Raffle. The 

winner was Michele Hayes.  Congratulations Michelle.  

Thank you to everyone who bought tickets for our  

annual fundraiser  

Queen of Diamonds pot is up to $263.00   

Renee Jennings won 6 free Queen of Diamond tickets.   

Thank you Renee for reading our newsletter 

 

Deborah Courtney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding the Joker awards a free lunch to be used within 3 months. 

Congratulations to Betty DiGiorgio who found the Joker in March. 

 

WELCOME NEW LHRW CLUB MEMBERS 

 

D. Georgeann Hoover -Patron 
Jill Irwin 

Lynn Rowe 



 

 

SQUATTERS IN ARIZONA 

 

There have been numerous stories over the past few weeks of squatters in other states taking 

legitimate homeowners homes away from them while they are gone for a month or more.  This 

has caused concerns among our club members.  I hope this information that has been gathered 

is helpful in putting to rest what squatters are allowed to do and not do in Arizona, specifically 

Lake Havasu City. 

First, why allow squatters at all.  Virtually every state in our union has squatter laws which was 

meant to allow people to take over abandoned property in rural areas and revitalize them, thus 

reducing blight in the area.  Each state differs on what time frames you have to possess the prop-

erty and what requirements you have to fulfill.  I am not an attorney but in the resources I could 

read it appears in Arizona someone needs to have possession of a property for from 2 to 5 years, 

they must maintain and make improvements to the property, they must pay the property taxes on 

the property while there.  There is then a procedure that has to be followed in order to get a deed 

to the property and be allowed to have full ownership. 

Our AZ Representative Leo Biasiucci is trying to strengthen these laws by adding language that 

would make it legal for a property owner to remove a squatter immediately.  It allows law enforce-

ment to assist in the removal if the squatter’s do not leave upon the request of the property own-

ers and they can be charged with trespassing, damage, theft, or any other crime that has been 

committed by the squatter.  The bill number is SB1129 if you would like to read the exact text. 

Due to our weather in the summer and the number of seasonal residents we have people are 

concerned they go away for a few weeks, come home and someone has their home.  Not so in 

Lake Havasu City.  If you come home and someone is living in your home without your authority 

call our local police department and report their unauthorized occupancy of your home.  This 

would fall under either criminal trespassing or criminal burglary (both felonies) and the police can 

arrest them on the spot and take them to jail to stand trial for this offense. 

There are things you can do to protect your properties from squatters, especially vacant land that 

you own: check on your property or have someone you trust regularly check on your property, if 

there are buildings on the property make it appear someone is living there (lights go on and off, 

have someone randomly go and check inside the property, don’t let papers or door hangers or 

mail pile up in front of the house).  

We are blessed to live in a state that takes our property owner rights seriously.  I hope that this 

article is helpful in securing your property while not on it and understanding steps you can take to 

keep people from intruding. 

Submitted by Joan Dzuro 
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Article on Squatters, submitted by member Joan Dzuro 



 

 

May 2024 Caring for America 
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Our scholarship recipients have been selected and will be announced at 

the evening of excellence May 13, 2024 at Lake Havasu High School. It 

is an exciting evening and so inspiring to see our young people who truly 

are amazing and aspiring to incredible heights. 

Thank you to everyone who worked hard to raise the money for our 

scholarships. A big THANK YOU again to Guy and Terry Richter and Mario 

and Anna Biasiucci for their generous donations to make it possible to 

have 2 additional scholarships along with our two. Amazing people do 

amazing things. Helping to enhance the lives of these young women is 

remarkable. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Big Money Raffle! It is our 

biggest fund raiser and you all did a great job. A special shout out to 

Melissa Buterbaugh, she sold the most tickets 

Also we want to recognize Karen Willhelms and friends for stepping up 

to chair the baskets for New Horizons and also Sonnie Faires, Kay 

Bowles and Terry Richter for volunteering to make a basket for the next 

couple months. You all amaze me and make me even more proud to be 

a part of this fantastic organization. The baskets are beautiful. 

Lake Havasu Republican Women's Club has made such an impact in Lake Havasu City and for our resi-

dents and they will not forget. 

Thank you again. 

Gaynell Crews 

 

  

Sue Donahue, winner of the month-

ly basket raffle, benefiting New 

Horizons. 

Our wonderful Chaplain Bea Ev-

ans passing our Military Moms 

Bucket  

Left to right:  Sherriff Mark Lamb, caring for America 

chair Gaynell Crews, Supervisor Buster Johnson (who 

won a free lunch but donated it back to the club), and 

former club President Sue Donahue 



 

 

May 2024 Caring for America, cont 
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THANK YOU LETTER FROM NEW HORIZONS, THE RECIPIENT OF MONEY RAISED BY SELLING TICKETS TO 

WIN A BEAUTIFUL BASKET AT OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS 
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LETTER FROM ZOEY CHAMBERS, submitted by Gaynell Crews 

                                      

You Never Know The Impact You Have 

 

At our last LHRWC meeting we had many guests. Two of those guests were a friend, Sara and her daugh-

ter Zoey. These are very special people to many of us and Zoey has shown an interest in politics and gov-

ernment for some time. Zoey is also editor of the high school newspaper. 

After attending our meeting and meeting Sheriff Lamb, she wrote this article. 

With her permission, I share with you. 

 

As a 17 year old in America there is one specific thing I look to and prepare myself for when I turn 18. Vot-

ing. I have never been super locked into politics but I know enough to decide what party I stand with. I feel 

that no matter what party you stand for you should love your country and want what's best for it. I also feel 

it comes with respecting it all around, such as standing up for the pledge of allegiance. I grew up saying 

the pledge in school, sporting events, etc., however I have seen it less and less, and seen people say it 

less and less, and seen people stand for it less and less. Until just recently I attended a meeting at the 

Republican Women’s Group luncheon in my home Lake Havasu City, and who knew this city could have 

only felt more like home after that meeting. I have only thoughts and comments of positivity after attend-

ing the luncheon. Everyone there was so friendly, educated, and humorous. The pledge of allegiance was 

the first thing we started the meeting with, and the moment the president of the group announced it, I 

was already astonished to see large numbers of people and every single one of them stand within a sec-

ond. But what absolutely took my breath away was the moment everyone opened their mouth to repeat 

the pledge; to hear every single person repeat each and every word with meaning took my breath away. I 

almost wanted to cry because of how good it felt to be in a room full of people who cared about their 

country just as much as I did. Little did I know at the time, the meeting was only going to get better. Sher-

iff Mark Lamb is running for Senator in the upcoming election and spoke as a guest speaker during the 

meeting. I had already heard of and read about him in the past, so as soon as I saw him approach the 

crowd I was beyond thrilled. The second I walked over there to introduce myself I immediately became 

fond of him as soon as I shook his hand. I could already tell he was genuine by the way he smiled at me 

and took his cowboy hat off to respect me as I greeted him. We had a small conversation; I told him a little 

about me and my journalism class and hoped to become a reporter or politician in the future. After the 

conversation he was called up to the front of the room to talk to the people, and let me tell you it was a 

speech to remember. And here is the shocking yet most wonderful part about it: it's like he was just talk-

ing to us. Most speeches that I have heard so far in my life felt boring, insignificant, and spoke to me just 

as if I was just trying to be won over, nothing else. But not Sherriff Mark, it was true, genuine, caring, and 

just like a normal conversation, except the room was so quiet the only things you could hear was Mark 

talking and the tapping of utensils as everyone slowly ate their lunch, not taking their eyes or ears off of 

him. He was all around amazing from his personality to his perspective on everything. He truly has a vision 

and a plan to make America great again. After he was done speaking I wanted to be a part of making a 

difference more and more for this country like him, and to continue journalism, maybe even as a career. 

During and after the Luncheon I was even more inspired to become a part of the Republican Women's 

Group along with all of the educated and intelligent women amongst Lake Havasu.  

 

Zoey Chambers 
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May 7 2024 Meeting Speakers 

   Doug Schuster, Mohave County Sheriff 

 

Doug Schuster is in his 33 year of service with the Mohave County Sheriff’s Office.  

He is currently in his second term as Sheriff and will be seeking a third term in the 

upcoming general election.  Sheriff Schuster has been married to his beautiful wife 

Cindy for the past 34 years.  The couple has three wonderful children and 2 amazing 

grandchildren. Sheriff Schuster has lived in Lake Havasu City since 1979.  He is 

honored to serve as your sheriff and takes great pride in serving the citizens of Mo-

have County.  Since taking office in 2017, the Sheriff’s Office has realized a contin-

ued decrease in crime each year.  Sheriff Schuster believes that this is a direct re-

sult of the dedication and diligence of his staff that does an amazing job.  The Sher-

iff has devoted his life to law enforcement and very thankful for the wonderful sup-

port he receives from our citizens.  He refers to our citizens as friends and neigh-

bors.  He has created a culture where law enforcement and the public work together 

for the common good to ensure safe and secure neighborhoods, and harmony with-

in our community.  The sheriff is very tough on crime but is known by many as a big 

teddy bear. When not working; the Sheriff enjoys coaching youth sports and spend-

Rebecca Main Liska –Candidate Mohave County Assessor 

 
             I 'm more than just a candidate – I'm a lifelong resident, passionate advo-

cate, and experienced leader committed to the future of Mohave County. My love 

for this vibrant community runs deep, fueled by the very things that make it spe-

cial: As an ardent outdoors enthusiast, I cherish our BLM lands, waterways, and 

the wealth of recreational opportunities they offer. Sustainable development isn't 

just a buzzword; it's the foundation for Mohave County's prosperity. I understand 

the challenges facing property owners, having managed residential and commer-

cial properties alongside my husband, a fellow entrepreneur. My firsthand experi-

ence empowers me to approach tax assessment with fairness and with my blend 

of experience, deep-rooted love for Mohave County, and collaborative spirit, I'm 

prepared to serve as your dedicated tax assessor. I believe in balanced growth, 

preserving our natural beauty while fostering economic and social well-being. To-

gether, we can build a thriving community where everyone benefits, a place where 

nature's beauty and economic vibrancy coexist harmoniously. 

 

Mike Gannuscio 

Candidate for Mohave County Sheriff  

 

Mike Gannuscio has served as a law enforcement officer in Mohave County, where 

he held various roles as a rural deputy and boating officer, stationed throughout 

all parts of Mohave County. During his tenure as a Deputy Sheriff, he was honored 

to receive the Mohave County Lifesaving Award. Mike and his wife Kenna have 

lived in Mohave County for 23 years. They proudly own and operate K&M Hay Com-

pany, located in Kingman. Mike has multiple roles as a rancher, hay farmer, dedi-

cated family man. Mike and his wife actively contribute to the local community, 

gladly supporting various events and fostering economic growth. Mike says he is 

passionate about serving the people of Mohave County. 
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April 2, 2024 Meeting Highlights  

Note from the editor, I hope you enjoy our newsletter.  To show our appreciation, be the first to mention you read the newslet-

ter to the seller of the Queen of Diamond tickets and get 6 free tickets worth $5.00. (offer good 1 time per member per year)   

Congratulations to Renee Jennings who claimed her free tickets in April.  Thank you Renee for reading our newsletter. 

Upcoming event, mark your Calenders 

 
Sheriff Mark Lamb was a very popular guest speaker. Pictured below, left:  1st VP Jackie Joyce, Janel Lamb, Sher-

iff Mark Lamb, President Carol Pruett.  Below middle: Our famous photographer Pat Lesso with special guest 

speaker Pinal County Sheriff & candidate for US Senate Mark Lamb.  Below left:  On left, 3rd VP Joan Dzuro with 

President Carol Pruett. 

 
ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS 

 
The Arizona Federation of Republican Women invites you to attend the 

AzFRW 2024 Summer Board of Directors Meeting & Membership Conference taking 
place from June 13, 14 and 15 at: 

GILA RIVER RESORTS & CASINOS – WILD HORSE PASS 5040 Wild Horse Pass 
Blvd, Chandler, Arizona, 85226 

855-516-1090  
 

Visit the AZFRW website to register by typing, or copying and pasting the web page info below 

 

HTTPS://www.azfrw.com/events.html 
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Club Fundraiser 

Alex International Tours run by Club Member Anna Biasiucci and her husband 

Mario Biasiucci Present an amazing Tour of Italy for only  $7,800 per person, 

AND will donate $100.00 to LHRWC for each LHRW club member who signs up. 



 

 

Happy May Birthday 

Editor’s Note 
 Recognition of Club Support.  I want to thank everyone who is supporting our club with their “business card” 

advertising in our newsletter.  For $25.00 per year.  An application for 2024 is available, just contact Maureen 

Furman at rafurman@yahoo.com to get the application or print the application included in this newsletter.  Fill  

it out and mail it to P. O. Box 986, Lake Havasu City, 86405 with your business card and your check.  Your ad 

will start in the next newsletter and run for one calendar year.   

 Rebuttal: If you would like to write a rebuttal of any article in this newsletter, please send them to Maureen Fur-

man at rafurman@yahoo.com and it will be in next month’s newsletter.  

 Contributions: II you would like to write an article for the newsletter we would be happy to put it in next month’s 

newsletter  

 Free Lunch: The free lunch drawing is to be used within six months following the month your ticket is drawn. 

 Interested in learning and helping with publishing our monthly newsletter?  Contact the Editor at                    

rafurman@yahoo.com, or 928-732-3080 for more info. 

  

  Happy May Anniversary 
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Ruth Ellen Navin     5/1 

Jackie Joyce         5/3 

Teri Peters         5/4 

Vivian Hansen     5/5 

Vivian Thomas     5/5 

Cindy Ritter         5/6 

Coral Hansen     5/10 

Melissa Butterbaugh  5/13 

Carolyn Olson     5/13 

Cathy Speer         5/18 

Mary Lou Malay     5/20 

Ruth Mock         5/20 

Kristin Hubbard     5/21 

Cathy Killeen         5/21 

Jan Schneider     5/21 

Cheryl Lomeli     5/22 

Tina Thompson     5/25 

Sue Donahue         5/28 

Mary Holtz         5/31 

Marti Johnson     5/6 

Karin French         5/25 

Sue Donahue        5/25 

Sonnie Faires        5/26 

Vicki Shirley        5/26 

Renee Jennings    5/26 
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May 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
LHRWC  

Ex Meet 11:00 

2 3 
 

4 

5 
Cinco de Mayo  

 

6 
 

7 
LHRWC  

Club Meet 

12:00 

8 9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 
Mothers Day 

 

13 
 

14 

 

15 

 

16 
 

17 

 

18 
 

19 
 

20 

 

 

21 
 

22 
 

23 

 

24 
 

 

25 
 

26 27 
Memorial Day 

 

28 
 

29 30 31  

2024 Lake Havasu Republican Women Executive Board      

 
Members at Large 

     

    
  

      

Lake Havasu Republ ican Women  

Anna Biasiucci (928) 486-3104 abiasiucci@hotmail.com 

Sandy Ford (928) 208-1046 itsmescf@aol.com 

Maureen Furman (928) 732-3080 rafurman@yahoo.com 

Nita Gervais (928) 846-9299 nitainlhc@yahoo.com 

Ruth Mock (480) 415-6183 ruthmock65@gmail.com 

President  Carol Pruett (707) 974-8966 kctrkng@aol.com 

1st VP          Jackie Joyce (310) 729-0975 mawkel@aol.com 

2nd VP Deborah Courtney (909) 633-2423 dcourtney@gmail.com 

3rd VP Joan Dzuro (805) 312 -3714  jdzuro@msn.com 

Rec Sec Coral Hanson (928) 733-8081 coralhanson@suddenlink.net 

Corres Sec Georgette LeGrand (928) 855-8548 gzluwz@outlook.com 

Treasurer Ruthellen Navin (928) 230-8476 Ruthn0501@live.com 
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2024 Recognition of Club Support 
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2024 Recognition of Club Support 
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